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* * v *Au thpiitat wb- - soujxed^coofixta - that 
" 'U3;nnteU«en^ia»3Mw^sveiy'de- 



'Teg^ly^nned^to^^eaasinat^; President 
■'Reagaa-.br hisLiop- Cabinet --officers; in- 
^cldding' Secretary .ofiStato- Alexander M- 
-.Haig ’Jr. 'and Defense n ‘ ** “ 
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hirers oT the squad are saiSi.tOf br Libyans. - 
*r ‘The reports that Libya has sent such a4 
•• teant -intia-f the. United t States^are - being 1 
taken seriously '.but neveirthelessrare-a 
source of puzzlement' withm the global 

• U.S. intelligence and security network. 

- "The source or^squrces . for .information 

.in thei intelligence' -report is said to .be 
described only'vaguely-m the report £0* 
r While it would- be standard procedure 
to provideqnly vague references to sourc~ ( 

* ing b order to protect the informant, or j 
' bformant^ in' this caserthe vaguene-s. is j 

part Of the "problem^h' evaluating the in- ; 

: formation and^has baused doubts ab^tj 
: its accuracy:::/;?^/ - 

«•“ The doubt3 are’sumiaarized as follows: ■ 
j •: A- Although Libyan niler C6L Muammar j 
IQaddafP is/viewed'as-a' dangerous_andJ 

^unpredicbble'“leader^~wtne^anafysts| 

i‘ doubt that he would put his bane to an -; 
' • assassination! plan which, whether it-were - 
, to succeed or be exposed, in faflure, could -• 


lead to an incendiary aftermath, in- 
cluding a U.S. military attack on 
• Libya. 

Similarly, if such an assassination 
.plan actually were in effect, it likely 
would be. a most closely guarded se- 
cret, and the ability of an informant 
. to obtain the kind of detailed infor- 
mation bn each squad member, as is 
now circulating, is viewed as highly, 
unlikely. '- > 

«„ .Furthermore^ a 10-man team is 
viewed by some specialists as too 
large,' offering too great a chance for 
slip-ups by one or two members. 

There also is some doubt about 
reports that team members were 
trained in Eastern Europe. This re- 
fers to the volatility of the mission 
and' the feeling that no nation in 
; Eastern Europe would take a chance 
’on being associated with it. On the 
■other- hand; Qaddafi’s internal secu- 
rity service is trained and run -by 
East Germans. 

Sources stressed that despite 
these questions, the report is being 
taken seriously. 

v A 3 to the source of the informa- 
tion, the possibilities are that the* 
information is accurate; that it was 


so-called disinformation, deliberately 
meant to be inflammatory for some 
unknown purpose, or that somebody 
wanted to make money out of a sit- 
uation in which such information 
would seem plausible and valuable* 

" [In its current issue, Newsweek 
magazine reports that, the principal 
informant. defected in Western Eu- 
rope three weeks ago and told U.S. 
officials he was present about two 
months ago in Libya at a meeting 
during which- Qaddafi issued- an 
order to kill Reagan or, failing that, 
other ranking U.S. officials. 

[Newsweek said the defector i3 in 
CIA custody in the United States 
and was unknown to U.S. officials 
before telephoning a U.S. diplomatic! 
mission to seek asylum and money.] J 

It is believed that the closest; 
watch on Libyans trying to enter the; 
United States centers on the Cana- 
dian border, the longest and easist to! 
cross into the United States, and onl 
Switzerland, by reputation a place! 
where it is somewhat easier to obtain 
a visa to the United States. 

;; Although the administration ex- 
pelled Libyan diplomats last sum-! 
mer, Libyans are still being allowed! 
into the United States. i 
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